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GUJARAT CONFIDENTIAL

SHAH EFFECT

WHEN AHMEDABAD Municipal Corporation (AMC) announced Wednesday that it would pull down 99 old and dilapidated overhead water tanks within 45 days to avoid accidents, the BJP jumped in to give the credit of the decision to its
party president and Union Home Minister Amit Shah. Three
died in a tank collapse in Bopal in August whereas another incidentwasreportedinGhatlodiaearlierthismonth.Bothwere
in Shah's Lok Sabha constituency of Gandhinagar. Though
Bopal is not under the AMC, the party went on to say how “on
Amit Shah’s directions, AMC conducted a survey of all overhead water tanks and ordered that all dilapidated ones be
pulled down at the earliest”. Not only that, the party also credited him for AMC’s responsiveness following the Bopal incident, as residents were supplied water from nearby water
tanks and through water tanker lorries.

MISSING CONGRESSMEN

HARDIKPATEL’SpressconferenceinRajkotonTuesdaytoraise
the issue of damage caused to agricultural crops by unseasonal and excessive rain was conspicuous owing to the absence of local Congress leaders. Patel was largely surrounded
by his old friends of the Patidar quota stir days. His tone while
warning the state government of a ‘farmers' agitation' if the
farmerswerenotcompensatedagainsttheirlossesalsosomewhat resembled that of his days as the convenor of the Patidar
Anamat Andolan Samiti.

TAKING POTSHOTS
WHILE BOASTING of the Congress’s “impressive” show in the
recently-heldassemblyelectionsinHaryanaandMaharashtra,
Rajasthan Cabinet Minister and party’s Gujarat in charge,
Raghu Sharma, said that while the party workers were confident of victory due to their hard work, it was only the senior
party leaders who were “taken aback by the party’s performance”. When pressed to reveal the names of the senior leaders, Sharma said, “Everyone knows who they are. Why do you
want me to go on record with names.”

OLD TRICK

in Diu suffer losses after
Cyclone Maha Hotels
Diwali, panic over weather blamed
weakens into
depression
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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‘SEVERECYCLONICstorm’Maha
weakened into a deep depression Thursday morning and was
further reduced to a depression
byevening,off thecoastof south
Gujarat in the east-central and
adjoiningnortheastArabianSea.
As the cyclone weakened, it
brought heavy rainfall Thursday
morningalongcoastalSaurashtra
districts and a few districts in
southandcentralGujaratincluding Kheda, Anand, Panchmahal,
Chhota Udepur, Vadodara,
Narmada, Ahmedabad, Amreli,
Gir Somnath, Junagadh, Surat,
Tapi, Bharuch and Dahod.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has forecast
that the depression will weaken
further into a well-marked lowpressure area over the northeast
and adjoining east-central areas
of the Arabian Sea off south
Gujarat coast by Thursday night.
OnThursdayafternoon,itlay
centered over the northeast and
adjoining eastcentral Arabian
Sea about 80 km to the south of
Veraval and 70 km to the south
of the union territory of Diu.
As Maha weakens into a
well-marked low-pressure formation, IMD has predicted light
to moderate rainfall over south
Gujarat with heavy rainfall at
isolated places over Diu,
Junagadh, Gir Somnath, Amreli,

IMD has predicted light
to moderate rainfall
over south Gujarat with
heavy rainfall at
isolated places
and Bhavnagar on Friday.
Windspeedscouldreach4050 kmph gusting to 60 kmph
overnortheastArabianSeaalong
and off Junagadh, Gir Somnath,
Diu,Amreli,Bhavnagar,Bharuch,
Surat, Navsari, Valsad, and the
union territories of Daman and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
Fishermen are advised not to
venture into Arabian Sea along
and off south Gujarat coast till
early Friday.
Theareasthatreceivedheavy
rainfall Thursday were Thasra in
Khedadistrict(55mm),Jafrabad
inAmreli(54mm),Umerpadain
Surat (53 mm), Una in Gir
Somnath(29mm),Kukarmunda
in Tapi (26 mm), Anklav in
Anand (25 mm), Godhra in
Panchmahal
(24
mm),
Ankleshwar in Bharuch (21
mm), Chhota Udepur (19 mm),
Desar in Vadodara (18 mm),
Sankheda and Bodeli in Chhota
Udepur (16 mm each).
Other districts that also
recorded considerable rainfall
were Naramada, Ahmedabad,
DahodandJunagadhwhilemost
parts across the state received
light rainfall.

THE ARRESTS of five police constables in September for allegedly forging documents and fabricating evidence to
pocket Rs 8.48 lakh seized during a raid at a gambling den
had raised eyebrows within police circles. But a senior officer of Rajkot district police used some tried-and-tested tricks
of investigation and the alleged accused walked into the trap
rather quickly. The officer presented himself as their wellwisher and assured the constables that they would be saved
from harsh action if they first produced the cash in question.
As soon as the accused cops surrendered the wads of currency notes, the officer booked them for cheating, forgery,
fabricating evidence and other charges.

SURAT, NOVEMBER 7

TAKING STEPS for better preparedness in the wake of the
Takshashila fire tragedy, Surat
Municipal Corporation is set to
purchase seven inflatable cushions, known as jumping/rescue
cushions, which are used to
catch people jumping from
burningbuildingsintheeventof
afire,orothersuchemergencies.
Thesecushionswillbestocked
in all seven zones of the SMC.
Usingthecushion,whichinflates
injust60seconds,thelifeofapersonjumpingfromupto25metres
can be saved. Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation already
hassuchjumpingcushions,butits
falling limit is 9 metres.
Suratcityhitnationalheadlines
after a fire broke out at an illegal
structure on the roof of the commercial building Takshashila
ArcadeinSarthanaareaonMay24,
thisyear.Themassivefireengulfed
fourfloorsandblockedthewayto
the emergency exits. A total of 22
students were killed in the fire, of
whichafewofthemdiedjumping
fromthefourthfloortoescapethe
blaze.Firedepartmentsourcessaid
the students had jumped from a
heightof 16metres.
After this incident, the SMC
fire department has been

sought-aftercustomersforhoteliers in this period, as they are
known for their extravagant
spending. However, we have
seen a phenomenal decline this
year. Hardly three-four tourists
are staying in our hotel as they
arrived before the weather forecasts were made and they, too,
will leave by Wednesday night,”
Manager of Rasal Beach Resorts
Ravi Solanki told The Indian
Express. “This year, due to the
weather forecasts of Cyclone
Vayu and Cyclone Maha, business has been in poor shape for
the past six months. The administration announces a blanket
ban on tourists as soon as any
alarm is sounded,”
Between the two cyclones
there was also Cyclone Kyarr,
that passed over the same coast
and brought rainfall during
Diwali and the Gujarati new
year festivities.

Tending to a handful of customers during breakfast hours,
Prakash Shah, owner of Hotel
Richie Rich at Nagoa beach, said,
“We have been asked to not allow any tourists and if they are
already here, they must vacate
byWednesdaynight.Eighty-five
percentof ourbookingsgotcancelled after Diwali.”
Nilesh, owner of Dream
Vision Guest House, explains
that he has suspended all appbased bookings.
“As we have been asked to
notallowanymoreguests,sowe
have suspended our mobile
app services. However, if
someone ends up at our counter
in the wee hours, we can’t say
no,” said Nilesh.
AccordingtotheDiuTourism
and Information Department,
this year, till the month of
August, as many as 3,39,794
Indian citizens and 1,329 for-

eigners stayed in Diu hotels. In
2018, a total of 4,92,617 Indian
citizensand1,839foreignershad
visited Diu. It was in this year’s
post-Diwali vacation that the
Tourism Department was looking to overtake last year’s statistics. However, given the current
situation, achieving it seems a
distant possibility.
“The peak tourist period is
post Diwali in November, summer vacations (June/July) and
three-four days in December
end,” an official of the Diu
Tourism Department said.
Diu Collector Sonali Rai refuted the claims made by the
hoteliers blaming poor business
on the weather alerts. “The
weather alert was sounded
only on November 4 and they
were asked to not allow tourists
then. The hotels have done
good business in the days after
Diwali,” Rai said.
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Advt.No. SPAV/Faculty rec./3/2019

Dated: 6th November, 2019

CORRIGENDUM

The last date for submission of applications in respect of Corrigendum Notification No. SPAV/Faculty/rec./1/2019 dated July 10, 2019, is extended till
November 22, 2019, by 17:00 hrs, keeping in view of the change of positions and also category of positions. (Please refer website www.spav.ac.in).
Those who applied earlier can update their details with reference to the posts
and positions category wise without paying any fees. Fresh applicants may
also apply on or before November 22, 2019 by 17:00 hrs. The advertisement
released earlier for the post of Professor stands withdrawn. Fresh notification
for Professors shall be notified in due course of time.

SMC to purchase
7 rescue cushions
at Rs 13 lakh each

stocked with better equipment
and latest fire tenders. In addition, inflatable cushions are also
being bought. On Wednesday
evening, the fire department officials moved the proposal and a
tender scrutiny committee gave
the go-ahead for the purchase of
seven jump/rescue cushions.
“We have identified an
agency that will supply the
jumping cushions. The price of a
single jumping cushion is Rs 13
lakh,andwewillpurchaseseven.
We have seen the product and
find it quite good,” Chief Fire
Officer Basant Pareek said. “The
weight of the cushion when
folded is 94 kg while its length
and width is 4.4 metres each
while the height is 2.4 metres.”
Pareeksaidthecushionsthat
are being purchased by the SMC
are made by a US-based companynamedVector,whoseproducts adhere to “international
standards”Theywillbesupplied
toSMCbyanAhmedabad-based
agency, which has earlier supplied to a local body in
Chhattisgarh,headded.“If aperson jumps (on to the cushion)
from 25-metre height, he/she
willremainunhurtandalifecan
be saved,” the chief fire officer
said.“TheAhmedabadMunicipal
Corporation has such jumping
cushion with a limit of 9 metres
falling distance.”

Diu hotel owners say there has been a massive decline in post-Diwali bookings. Javed Raja

School of Planning and
Architecture, Vijayawada

IN WAKE OF TAKSHASHILA FIRE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

HOTEL OWNERS in Diu claim
that over 85 per cent of their
bookings were cancelled during
‘post-Diwali’ vacation, which
they blame on “panic mongering” over inclement weather
during which th administration
issued a blanket ban on tourists.
Hotelownersclaimtherehas
been a massive decline in bookingsafterDiwali,whichisusually
the busiest tourist season. As
Gujaratis prefer to travel during
new year holidays post Diwali —
which usually goes on till
November 10 — the notice from
thestategovernmenthas“killed”
theirchancesof maximisingrevenue, they said.
Thereare69registeredhotels
and paying guest accommodations in Diu classified into A, B, C
and D categories, as per the Diu
TourismandInformationdepartment. Hotels in category A (9)
and B (25) are equipped with
bars(unlikeinGujaratwhichisa
dry state) and parking areas.
The local administration has
also asked hoteliers to not serve
hard liquor to their guests and
suspend all water sports activities. Since Gujarat is a dry state,
one of the reasons for public to
flock to Diu is liquor.
Rasal Beach Resorts is a luxuryhotellocatedatNagoabeach,
Diu’s most famous tourist spot.
However, since Tuesday
evening, a no-entry board has
been put up at its reception.
“Usually, our hotel is jampackedwithnoroomavailability
inthe10-dayperiodafterDiwali.
Tourists from Surat are the most

Sd/- Registrar

Gujarat Pollution Control Board

Paryavaran Bhavan, Sector 10 A, Gandhinagar 382 010
Tel 079-23232152 Fax 079-23222784 www.gpcb.gujarat.gov.in

Public Notice
It is hereby informed that as per the Ministry of Environment, Forests &
Climate change, Government of India, New Delhi vide its Notification No.
S.O. 1533 dated September 14, 2006, Public Hearing of M/s Phorvik
Pharma Intermediate for Setting up of Synthetic Organic
Chemicals – (1) Fast Boudreaux G. P. Base, Fast Red B Baseb and
Meta Nitro Para Toluidine – 45 MT/Month, (2) 2 Nitro 4 Thiocyno
Aniline (TCN) – 30 MT/Month and (3) Biss 2 Chloro Ethyl Amine
Hydro Chloride – 60 MT/Month, at Block No. 452, Vill: Indrad, Ta:
Kadi, Dist: Mehsana, covered under Category “B” as mentioned in
their request application.
All local affected persons of the project are requested to remain present in
the public hearing or send their response in writing to Member Secretary,
Gujarat Pollution Control Board before the hearing date.
Other concerned persons having a plausible stake in environment aspects of
the project or activity can submit their responses to Member Secretary,
GPCB in writing before the hearing date.
It may be noted that, draft Environmental Impact Assessment report and
the Executive Summary of Environment Impact Assessment Report of the
project has been sent to the following authorities or offices to make it
available for inspection to the public during normal office hours, till the
Public Hearing is over.
1. The District Collector Office, Mehsana.
2. District Development Office, Mehsana.
3. District Industry Centre, Mehsana.
4. Taluka Development Office, Ta: Kadi, Dist. Mehsana.
5. Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (C), Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, GoI, Regional Office (West
Zone), Kendriya Paryavaran Bhavan, E- 5, Arera Colony,Link Road 3,
Ravisankar Nagar, Bhopal 462 016.
6. Regional Office, GPCB, Mehsana, H/3, A-Phase I, GIDC Estate,
Near GIDC Office, Modhera Road, Mehsana -384 002.
The District Magistrate /District Collector / Deputy Commissioner or his/ her
representative not below the rank of an Additional District Magistrate shall
supervise and preside over the entire public hearing process.
The Public Hearing is scheduled to be held on 13/12/2019 at 12.00 hrs,
Venue: Patel Champaben Ratilal Town Hall, Near. Bhimnath Talav,
Kadi, Ta. Kadi, Dist. Mehsana.
N. M. Tabhani
Place : Gandhinagar
Member Secretary
Date : 05/11/2019
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